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Proposal to create a 
United Nations Office on Strategic Threats 

 
 

Mr. Antonio Guterres 
Secretary-General  
United Nations 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary-General: 
 
Long-range strategic threats to the survival of humanity are well-documented, 
ranging from the potential of advanced artificial intelligence growing beyond 
human control to weakening magnetic fields that protect life on Earth. 
 
Although the United Nations includes agencies that are addressing many of the 
problems facing humanity today, there is no central office to identify, monitor, 
anticipate, and coordinate research on long-term strategic threats to humanity. 
 
A UN Office on Strategic Threats, which would centralize and coordinate 
information and prospective studies on a global scale, could serve international 
agencies, multilateral organizations, nation-states, the private sector, 
academia, and humanity in general. 
 
This idea was raised and discussed in detail during World Future Day, a 24-
hour conversation of nearly a thousand experts from 65 countries, organized by 
several international associations of futurists and think tanks to discuss 
strategies for improving the global future. 
 
The signatories of this open letter – academics, diplomats, scientists, and 
experts in foresight and strategy – from different countries and sectors – ask 
Your Excellency to welcome and facilitate the adoption of a UN General 
Assembly Resolution at this September’s General Assembly that would give 
the General Secretariat the mandate to conduct a feasibility study on 
establishing a UN Office on Strategic Threats. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
<list of signatories with their affiliation, title, and country> 
 

Board of Directors 
Elizabeth Florescu 

Jerome Glenn 

Theodore Gordon  
Concepción Olavarrieta 

Youngsook Park 

Charles Perrottet 

Ibon Zugasti 
  

Ex Officio 
José Cordeiro, RIBER 

Christofilopoulos Epaminondas, FEN  
  

Planning Committee 
Veronica Agreda 

Rosa Algeria 

Syed Isa Syed Alwi  

Ali Ameen 

Mohsen Bahrami 

Artak Barseghyan 

Clem Bezold 

Erica Bol 

Héctor Casanueva 

Tamar Chachibai 

Puruesh Chaudhary 

José Luis Cordeiro 

Martin Kruse 

Shermon Cruz 

Cornelia Daheim 

Francisco Dallmeier 

Philippe Destatte 

Pedro Miguel Diegues 

Paul Epping 

Jelel Ezzine 

Karl Friðriksson 

Nadezhda Gaponenko  

Lydia Garrido 

Blaz Golob 

Miguel A. Gutierrez 

Sirkka Heinonen 

Hazel Henderson  

Brock Hinzmann 

Arnoldo José de Hoyos 

Reyhan Huseynova 

Zhouying Jin 

Geci Karuri 

Anita Kelleher 

Ivan Klinec 

Norbert Kolos 

Luis Lira 

Kamal Zaki Mahmoud 

Stavros Mantzanakis 

Carlos Marschall 

Muhammad Al-Mheiri 

Sara Ishaq A Mohammad 

Francisco José Mojica  

Riel Miller 

Kate McCallum 

Pavel Novacek 

Concepción Olavarrieta 

Fernando Ortega 

Youngsook Park 

Charles Perrottet 

Adrian Pop 

David Rejeski 

Saphia Richou 

Stanley G. Rosen 

Paul Saffo  

Gabino Ayarza Sanchez 

Karl Schroeder 

Yair Sharan 

Mihaly Simai 

Yarima Sosa  

Mariana Todorova 

Paul Werbos  

Ibon Zugasti 

Nodes 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

Arts/Media, Global 

Baku, Azerbaijan  

Beijing, China 

Berlin/Essen, Germany 

Bogotá, Colombia 

Brussels Area, Belgium 

Budapest, Hungary 

Bucharest, Romania 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

C. Europe: Czechia, Poland, Slovakia 

Cairo, Egypt 

Caracas, Venezuela 

Caribbean Node 

Colombo, Sri Lanka 

Copenhagen, Denmark 

Cyber Node, Internet 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

East Africa: Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda 

Helsinki, Finland 

Islamabad, Pakistan 

Istanbul, Turkey 

Kuwait City, Kuwait 

Lima, Peru 

Lisbon, Portugal  

London, UK 

Manila, Philippines 

Melbourne, Australia 

Mexico City, Mexico 

Montevideo, Uruguay 

Moscow, Russia 

New Delhi, India 

Panama City, Panama 

Paris, France 

Penang, Malaysia 

Pretoria/Johannesburg, South Africa 

Reykjavik, Iceland 

Rome/Pescara, Italy 

San José, Costa Rica 

San Sebastián and Madrid, Spain 

Santa Cruz/La Paz, Bolivia 

Santiago, Chile 

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

São Paulo and Curitiba, Brazil 

SE Europe: Croatia, Montenegro, Slovenia, 

Serbia 

Seoul, Rep. of Korea 

Silicon Valley, USA 

Sofia, Bulgaria 

Tbilisi, Georgia 

Tehran, Iran 

Tel Aviv, Israel  

Thessaloniki and Athens, Greece 

Tokyo, Japan 

Toronto, Canada 

Tunis, Tunisia 

Warsaw, Poland 

Yerevan, Armenia 


