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Proposal to create a
United Nations Office on Strategic Threats

Mr. Antonio Guterres
Secretary-General
United Nations

Dear Mr. Secretary-General:

Long-range strategic threats to the survival of humanity are well-documented,
ranging from the potential of advanced artificial intelligence growing beyond
human control to weakening magnetic fields that protect life on Earth.

Although the United Nations includes agencies that are addressing many of the
problems facing humanity today, there is no central office to identify, monitor,
anticipate, and coordinate research on long-term strategic threats to humanity.

A UN Office on Strategic Threats, which would centralize and coordinate
information and prospective studies on a global scale, could serve international
agencies, multilateral organizations, nation-states, the private sector,
academia, and humanity in general.

This idea was raised and discussed in detail during World Future Day, a 24-
hour conversation of nearly a thousand experts from 65 countries, organized by
several international associations of futurists and think tanks to discuss
strategies for improving the global future.

The signatories of this open letter — academics, diplomats, scientists, and
experts in foresight and strategy — from different countries and sectors — ask
Your Excellency to welcome and facilitate the adoption of a UN General
Assembly Resolution at this September’s General Assembly that would give
the General Secretariat the mandate to conduct a feasibility study on
establishing a UN Office on Strategic Threats.
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